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       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                        Tuesday 28th July 2026
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber

Minutes

Present: Cllr M Cox (Chair), C Elsmore, M Beard, J Templeton and S Cox
Also present: N Choat – Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Highways
L Jayne – Assistant Clerk (minute taking)

1. There were no apologies received
2. To declare interest on items on the agenda 
Cllr C Elsmore declared a personal interest in relation to Union Road. 
Cllr M Cox and Cllr S Cox declared personal interests in relation to Coalway Road. 
3. There were no new dispensation requests 
Cllr M Cox reminded members that, in relation to applications along Coalway Road, she could speak but would not vote
Cllr S Cox noted that the same restriction applied to him. Cllr M Beard noted that, given the location,he could speak and vote.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 14 July 2026
The minutes were proposed as a true and accurate account by Cllr C Elsmore, seconded by Cllr S Cox and the Chair signed a copy of the minutes. 

5. To raise matters from the minutes of 14 July 2026
a) Bus stop at Lambsquay: N Choat confirmed that J Roberts (GCC Transport Infrastructure Officer) is installing four new hardstandings on the existing bus stops, two on Perrygrove Road, either side of the road by Lambsquay House, and two on Lambsquay Road itself. There will then be a link path created between the two bus stops. 
It was added that N Choat is meeting Calico business owner and local resident P Nash regarding clearing the path from Lambsquay House to Perrygrove; P Nash is helping by working alongside the landowner and County Cllr Leigh Challis. 
The possibility of a KFC Section 106 contribution being used to continue the path from Perrygrove to the Tufthorn Lights was raised.
Some replacement bus stop signs were being planned in where needed. The potential for digital bus timetables in Coleford town centre was noted. 

b) GCC Highways updates: Union Road, Poolway development, 20mph scheme, Coalway School access and safety, Coalway Road and Section 58, and Ellwood Road works. 

Union Road / 20mph Scheme: Public consultation is due to start in September. 

Poolway development roundabout commencement date (P0372/24/FUL): 
Bridget Westcott (Associate Town Planner, Pegasus Group) confirmed that Freeman Homes cannot yet give a definitive start date for the roundabout works, as this is dependent on the Local Highway Authority granting technical approval, and no timeframe has yet been given for that process. N Choat agreed to chase Highway Development Management for further information.

Poolway Gas Governor: Freemans are to pay Wales and West Utilities to relocate the gas main. Arrangements for notifying residents of forthcoming road works were discussed and a copy of the residents’ letter is to be sent to CTC. 

Coalway School: N Choat advised that a single yellow line restriction around the bend, from 8.30am to 4:00pm, would be implemented and enforceable, unlike the current white H-bar marking. 
L Challis is working with the landowner of the land opposite the school on extending the car park. It was noted that L Challis is also campaigning for traffic lights to be installed on the Coalway junction.
. 
Coalway Road resurfacing / Section 58: GCC Highways confirmed that they do not apply for Section 58 status on their roads, partly due to the cost involved, and because it would not apply in circumstances of emergency works or where a new development requires the provision of services, as the road can still be dug up in those cases. N Choat agreed to challenge the Structural team on this point once Cllr M Cox had provided evidence of a Section 58 designation on that road.

Ellwood Road: N Choat and Streetworks have driven the road and confirmed that, while the works are not perfect, they are an improvement on the first attempt. The condition of the road is not dangerous and not poor enough to warrant requiring the contractor to return and redo the works. Works are guaranteed for 12 months under the Street Works Act, after which Highways takes on responsibility for the road. Should the surface sink within that period, Highways can require the contractor to return, and the 12-month guarantee period starts again.

6. There were no members of public present

HIGHWAYS

7. To note any correspondence received and make recommendations where necessary
None received. 

8. To update Highways tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
a) Highstreet planters: The Men’s Shed are building 6 of the 13 planters, with GCC ordering bespoke manufactured planters for the remainder due to the slower build rate. The bespoke planters are due to be delivered to the lower car park at FoDDC at the end of August, alongside 3 completed by the Men’s Shed by that point; the remaining Community Shed planters will follow. Installation of around 10 planters, along with compost, trees and plants, is planned for the end of August/start of September. N Choat confirmed he can arrange no-parking cones to close the layby outside Tesco Express for the day to facilitate the works.
b) Patching works planned:
At Staunton / Boxbush Road, patching works are due to take place. Residents will have letters hand-delivered in advance of the works. N Choat noted a copy of the resident letter can be found on the resurfacing page of the website. Works are expected to take a day.
Market Place / Bank Street to have similar works overnight - notification already received.
Lambsquay Road: a road mender is to screed over and seal the pothole repairs; this is expected to be a quick process.
c) Regarding pavements on Bank Street, Cllr M Cox to provide a list of dropped kerbs.
It was added that new developments are increasingly being built with unadopted roads.
d) Active Travel: The retaining wall by the Co-op service road is planned to be removed and replaced to make way for the cycle path; up to 14 car parking spaces could be potentially lost - a rearrangement of the car park layout could be considered to mitigate this. Separately, the end of the path near the shopping trolley area will need resurfacing, with a bollard removed for safety. 

N Choat left the meeting.

PLANNING

9. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal
	Due Date

	P0752/26/FUL
	Land At The West Of Kilarney, Coalway Road, Coalway
	Erection of 7 dwellings, with construction of access, and associated landscape works.
	11/08

	Objection: given
· the Coal Authority objection,and the known history of open cast in this area
· lack of the information currently available, particularly from GCC Highways re the access and the high degree of slope to Coalway Rd
· lack of pumping details and commentary from Welsh Water/ drainage officer 
· lack of tree officer comment 

It was also queried who would be responsible for paying for the pumping station and whether this would become a cost incorporated under householders’ estate management charges, as the application does not specify where the pump would be located or address the associated statutory requirements. 


	P0789/26/FUL
	19 Pyart Court, Coleford, GL16 8RG.
	Change of use of an Estate Agent’s (Class E), to a hot food takeaway (sui generis),
installation of extraction and ventilation equipment, minor external alterations, sinage and
associated works.
	12/08

	No objection:  

With reference to paragraph 97 of the NPPF, and the obesity issue in Coleford, the application does not meet either ground for refusal, so the Committee may not object. Our focus has to be on securing appropriate mitigation, particularly around waste disposal, and also matters such as odour, noise and litter.

On balance, despite the proposal adding to three other outlets in the vicinity already offering pizza, it is noted that the application brings a new business to the town and potentially adds footfall.


	P0790/26/ADV
	19 Pyart Court, Coleford, GL16 8RG.
	Installation of 2 no. internally illuminated fascia signs, 1 no. internally illuminated
projecting sign and 1 no. internally illuminated totem sign.
	12/08

	Objection: 

Concern was raised regarding the level of illumination, particularly given the position of the signage, in terms of its potential impact on bats and the risk of distraction at the entrance to the car park. 
The level of illumination should be queried and checked by the bat officer, and it was noted that the signage overlooks residents at Kingsmeade. 

	P0701/26/FUL
	Kennel Farm, Mill End, Clearwell
	Erection of two timber stables and a tack room for private equestrian use, together with
associated hardstanding, adjacent to existing barn.
	12/08

	No objection:

A concern was raised regarding drainage and run-off, given the site's location on Whitecliff Road, and the associated flood potential, including in relation to horse welfare.


	P0801/26/FUL
	28 Market Place, Coleford, Gloucestershire, GL16 8AE.
	Replacement of windows to the front elevation.
	13/08

	The opinion of the Conservation Officer is needed, as the property lies within a Conservation Area. 
This is especially pertinent at a time when Forest of Dean District Council is looking at the Historic Hub to improve such situations, and the Committee would like to see any repairs and renovations carried out in line with the historic nature of the building. 




10. To note recent planning appeals and decisions, and comment as necessary

Decisions: 
Status: Consent 
Ref. No: P1282/23/FUL · Received: Thu 21 Sep 2023 · Validated: Fri 22 Sep 2023
Erection of 21 flats, c.776sqm of commercial space (Use Class E) and associated works (Revised Description)
Former 59 (Sonoco Industrial Packaging) Tufthorn Avenue Coleford Gloucestershire

Noted. For the office to keep all conditions of the site on file. 

11. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects re FoDDC Local Plan and make recommendations as necessary
Cllr C Elsmore updated: A meeting was held with the 14 Local Plan panel members, and it was agreed that these would take place monthly going forward. An economic plan is to be produced before the next meeting. Cllr C Elsmore is able to attend and contribute but is not entitled to vote. The meetings are not open to the general public. 

12. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary
An update was provided. The steering group agreed to proceed with option (a), as put to the meeting, and to progress the CNDP as soon as possible, including Regulation 14 consultation, based on the 2022/2015/2018 Local Plan.
Noted.

13. To update re. Active Travel planning application - P1583/25/FUL and make recommendations as necessary 
An update was given: planning permission has not yet been agreed, due to tree concerns and GCC Highways requirements around the shared path, and the engineering drawings are raising further design questions, including potential loss of parking spaces along the route. Funding for the scheme has not yet been secured, estimated at around £250,000. Further detail will be provided at Full Council.
 
14. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
a) An update on Whitecliff was given; Planning Enforcement are to investigate
b) the Local Transport Plan was discussed; the Committee is to put forward its thoughts, noting that no actual plan yet exists and that these are preliminary thinkings at this stage. Specific plans or recommendations may need to be submitted in due course. To be considered further at the next Planning meeting.

Meeting End: 12.21pm. 
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All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
Coleford Town Council Making a Difference
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